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Dear INHIGEO members and friends,  
 
once again, you receive a new INHIGEO Quarterly Circular. It provides you with information 
to upcoming INHIGEO meetings, sessions and webinars, alerts you to the latest INHIGEO 
publications and reminds you of urgent deadlines for your annual reports to be included in the 
INHIGEO Annual Record and for this year’s membership ballot.  
The ballot to gain new INHIGEO members is our lifeline into the future, thus feel free to 
nominate candidates for INHIGEO membership! As always, everyone is welcome, but we are 
particularly interested in new members from under- or non-represented countries as well as in 
young scholars, who represent the full diversity of our community. 
INHIGEO President Ezio Vaccari, Public Outreach Coordinator Kathleen Histon and myself 
have recently attended the IUGS’ Executive Committee Meeting in Belfast. Our annual report 
has been received favourably, and INHIGEO members have particularly been commended for 
their contributions to the First 100 project of the Commission on Geoheritage. The IUGS looks 
forward to future collaborations in this matter as well as with other IUGS bodies.  
However, the highlight of the last three months certainly has been the 1st INHIGEO Webinar 
organized by Maddalena Napolitani and Victor Monnin featuring talks by Loredana Lancini 
and Daniele Musumeci. I guess, I speak for all of those who attended: It was an exceeding 
pleasure to see those enthusiastic young faces and hear their inspiring talks! INHIGEO is going 
strong into the future: Thank you very much! 
 
With kind regards and best wishes to all of you: stay safe! 
 

Martina Kölbl-Ebert 
INHIGEO Secretary General 
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Conferences 
 
48th INHIGEO Annual Symposium, Kraków (Poland), 31 July – 4 August 2023 
 
Next year’s INHIGEO conference will be held at the headquarters of the Polish Academy of 
Arts and Science, Kraków. There will be a 1-day mid-conference fieldtrip and a 5 days pre-
conference fieldtrip (26–30 July). 
 

Abstract submission deadline is:  1st May 2023 
 

Contact: inhigeo@pgi.gov.pl  
 

For more information please see the 1st circular:  
https://www.inhigeo.com/First_Circular_2023.pdf  
 

The 2nd circular is scheduled for the end of this month. It will be available via the INHIGEO 
website at https://www.inhigeo.com/symposia.html  
Of course, those who have expressed their interest to attend the meeting will receive the circular 
directly from the Polish organisers. 
 
Financial support to attend this conference 
 

INHIGEO has limited funds to support the attendance of students, early-career scholars 
and participants from poor and developing countries to the INHIGEO Annual Meeting 
in Cracow, Poland courtesy of the IUGS and the DHST. 
Any student, post-doc, member/associate member from a poor country may apply for assistance 
by sending an informal letter of application, a CV including list of geohistorical publications, 
if available. INHIGEO membership for students or post-docs is not required. Successful 
applicants will be expected to make a presentation at the conference.  
All applications for financial assistance (normally 300 € per person) should be received by the 
Secretary General by the extended deadline of 30 April 2022. The INHIGEO Board will then 
decide as soon as possible. 
 
INHIGEO Young Scholar Award 
 
The INHIGEO Board will again issue the INHIGEO Early Career Award (under 35 years of 
age) and the INHIGEO Student Prize for the presentations (oral or posters) in the respective 
category at the 48th INHIGEO Annual Symposium in Kraków. 
 
 
 
History of Volcanology session  
 
at the 28th International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics (IUGG) General Assembly  
Berlin, Germany, 11–20 July 2023 
INHIGEO members Claudia Principe (Italy) and Martina Kölbl-Ebert (Germany), together with 
Stefano Branca (INGV, Italy), are organizing a session V10 History of Volcanology and 
Historical Volcanology (https://www.iugg2023berlin.org/916-2/) at the upcoming IUGG on 
behalf of INHIGEO. Twelve abstracts have been approved for this session, which will be 
included within the scientific program of the IAVCEI (15–19 July 2023). 
This cross-disciplinary and cross-union symposium forms part of our outreach activities where 
we interact with scientific congresses in order to raise awareness of the history of our science.  
For detailed information on the congress please visit https://www.iugg2023berlin.org/home-2/  
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Financial support to attend this conference is available for students, early-career scholars and 
participants from poor and developing countries who will give a presentation, as in the case of 
the INHIGEO Annual meeting in Cracow (see above). 
 
 
 
6th Argentinian Congress and 1st Latin American Congress of History of Geology /  
VI Congreso Argentino y I Congreso Latinoamericano de Historia de la Geología 
 
INHIGEO is also sponsoring the 6th Argentinian Congress and 1st Latin American Congress of 
History of Geology, which will take place on 6–7 October 2023 in San Miguel de Tucumán, 
Argentina. The conference themes include events, personalities and institutions related to the 
history of the Earth sciences in Latin America, from the pre-Hispanic and colonial periods until 
recent times. The meeting aims to reinforce mutual knowledge and collaboration between 
geosciences and humanities.  
 

Contact e-mail for expression of interest and pre-registration: histogeo2023@gmail.com  
 
 
 
29th Colloquium of African Geology 
 
The First Circular for the 29th Colloquium of African Geology in Windhoek (Namibia), 26–29 
September 2023, has been released, and is available at https://cag29gsaf.org. 
 

There is a proposed session on Geoparks, Geotourism and Geo-ethics for Promoting Earth 
Heritage. There are many field excursions planned as well.  
 
 
 
 
IGC 2024  
 
The 37th International Geological Congress (IGC 2024) takes place August 25–31, 2024, at 
BEXCO, Busan, Republic of Korea. It will be accompanied by fieldtrips. A first circular is now 
available from the congress website: 
http://www.igc2024korea.org/2024/english/11_more/03_more.asp 
 

The deadline for session proposals has been extended to 31st of March, 2023. Sessions can 
be submitted via: http://www.igc2024korea.org/2024/english/main/index_en.asp 
Please note that INHIGEO has successfully lobbied for “History of Geological Sciences” 
(theme T40) to be included as one of the session themes. 
 

INHIGEO has submitted or is about to submit five session proposals and one workshop for the 
congress: 
 

• Geosites and georoutes in the history of geological sciences (chaired by Ezio Vaccari 
and Martina Kölbl-Ebert) 

• Anthropocene, history and the geosciences: contributions to contemporary debates 
(chaired by Claudine Cohen, Ernst Hamm and Andrea Candela) 

• History of geoscientific travels in Asia and beyond (chaired by Ezio Vaccari, 
Toshihiro Yamada and Carol Bacon) 

• History of women in geology: trailblazers, leaders and those in the shadows 
(chaired by Kathleen Histon and Martina Kölbl-Ebert) 
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• General contributions to the history of geological sciences (chaired by Martina 
Kölbl-Ebert and Ezio Vaccari) 

• Workshop on Hidden histories in the geological sciences (as an open forum organized 
by Maddalena Napolitani and Victor Monnin)  

 
 
 
 
27th International Congress of History of Science and Technology, 2025 New Zealand 
 
The Division of History of Science and Technology (DHST/IUHPST) has started preparations 
for the 27th International Congress of History of Science and Technology (ICHST), 29 June to 
5 July, 2025 at the University of Otago in Dunedin, New Zealand. Apparently, the conference 
will be a hybrid meeting. INHIGEO will organize its annual symposium for 2025 within this 
ICHST. 
 

The Congress website (https://www.ichst2025.org/) has been established, allowing people to 
pre-register.  
 
 
 
INHIGEO Publications  
 
Episodes 
 
A new paper on the History of Geology has recently been published online in Episodes: this 
may be downloaded from the link below: 
 

The 29th International Geological Congress, Kyoto (1992): Geo-congress on island arcs 
Authors: Hirokazu Kato, Michiko Yajima, Toshihiro Yamada 
https://www.episodes.org/journal/view.html?uid=2316&vmd=Full  
 

If you are interested in contributing a paper or book review to Episodes please contact the 
INHIGEO Publications and outreach coordinator. https://www.inhigeo.com/board.html  
 
 
 
Anniversaries Series for the IUGS Website and E Bulletin: new papers published 

 
Ezio Vaccari (Italy): 
A Voyage to Lipari published 240 years ago 
Déodat de Dolomieu and the volcanoes of the Aeolian Islands in the Mediterranean Sea (1783) 
In the summer of 1781 Dolomieu travelled extensively in southern Italy in order to study 
volcanoes and volcanic phenomena. The detailed account of the fieldwork in the Aeolian 
Islands was published in 1783 in the book Voyage aux Iles de Lipari and provided a significant 
scientific contribution to the understanding of the volcanic phenomena in the Mediterranean 
region. 

IUGS E-Bulletin 193, January 2023;  
https://www.inhigeo.com/anniversaries/Vaccari_E._Dolomie
u_D.G._A_Voyage_to_Lipari_published_240_years_ago.pdf  
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Joanne Bourgeois (USA): 
Geology of New York 180 years ago: James and Sarah Hall — The Geology of Western 
New York (1843) 
James Hall, one of the leading figures of 19th century North American geology and 
paleontology, published his first major work in 1843—his 683-page geological and 
paleontological report on western New York. His interests lay mainly in Paleozoic stratigraphy 
and paleontology. However, this anniversary occasion celebrates not only James Hall, but also 
his spouse and scientific illustrator Sarah Aikin Hall.  
 

IUGS E-Bulletin 194, February 2023;  
https://www.inhigeo.com/anniversaries/Bourgeois_J._Geolo
gy_of_New_York_published_180_years_ago.pdf  

 
Lucero Morelos-Rodríguez (Mexico): 
The 1803 expedition of Alexander von Humboldt in Mexico 
On March 22, 1803, Alexander von Humboldt landed in Acapulco to start a journey through 
Mexico, then within New Spain, as part of his great American journey (1799–1804) to 
investigate the nature of the New World. 
 

IUGS E-Bulletin 195, March 2023;  
https://www.inhigeo.com/anniversaries/MorelosRodríguez_
Humboldt_in_Mexico_220_years_ago.pdf  

 
 
 
INHIGEO Outreach 
 
INHIGEO Webinar Series  
 
This online series of webinars provides a Virtual Open Forum for discussion of a wide range of 
topics on the History of the Geological Sciences and includes panel discussions, book 
presentations, workshops for exchange of views on methodology / practice for those new to 
historical research, archives and what to look for and much more.  
 

Title: New Perspectives in the History of Earth Sciences 
Moderators: Maddalena Napolitani (Italy) and Victor Monnin (France) 
 

The webinars focus in particular on the research recently carried out by young INHIGEO 
members / early career scholars – suggestions for topics are welcome! 
 

Contacts: maddalena.napolitani@uninsubria.it & victor.monnin@gmail.com  
 

The kick-off webinar on Histories of 
Volcanology: from Ancient 
Catastrophes to a Contemporary 
Discipline was held on February 24th, 
2023 and was well attended with 60 
participants from around the world. 
Both speakers gave interesting 
presentations that were followed by a 
lively question & answer discussion: 
 

 
Loredana Lancini, PhD, CReAAH (UMR 6566) - Le Mans University 
Feeling the volcano: assessing ancient catastrophes by means of Geomythology 
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Daniele Musumeci, PhD candidate, University of Catania 
The evolution of international volcanology from modernity to contemporaneity 
 
Details on the upcoming webinars will be forthcoming on 
https://www.inhigeo.com/activities.html  
 
INHIGEO Webinar: Second meeting 
 
The next INHIGEO Webinar will take place on 17 March 2023, 4 to 5:30 p.m. (CET). Its title 
is The State, the Church, and the Earth: Collecting Practices in Geosciences 
Again, it will be organised by Victor Monnin and Maddalena Napolitani and featuring talks by 
Maria Toscano and Angela Strauß: https://www.inhigeo.com/Webinar_2_Flyer.pdf  
 

Link for participating is in the flyer or use:  
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-
join/19%3ameeting_ZmY3YTRiMGMtMDA2ZS00MWRiLWE4MDAtYzZlZjFmYzNkNm
U4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%229252ed8b-dffc-401c-86ca-
6237da9991fa%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22d6167fa5-51f8-494c-b417-
b69858ef9d9f%22%7d  
 
 
 

Early Career Research Profiles 

This profile series on young members of INHIGEO is to create a space where early career 
scholars can present their studies and research interests within the history of the geological 
sciences to the whole membership and anyone who receives the newsletter, in order to highlight 
their field of expertise. It is hoped this will lead to contacts and collaborations for the future 
through our extensive network. Our profile this month is on a PhD graduate from Italy.  
 
Name: Luca Barale 
 

Studies:  
2010: M.Sc. in Geological Sciences, University of Turin, Italy  
2014: Ph.D. in Earth Sciences, University of Turin, Italy. 
Title of Ph.D.: The Meso-Cenozoic stratigraphic successions 
adjoining the Argentera Massif: stratigraphic, sedimentologic 
and diagenetic evidence of syndepositional tectonics. 
 

My Ph.D. research focused on the stratigraphic architecture and 
on the stratigraphic, sedimentologic and diagenetic evidence 
(including hydrothermal dolomitization) of syndepositional 
tectonic activity in the Jurassic-Cretaceous successions at the transition between the Provençal 
Platform and the Dauphinois Basin, in the Italian Maritime Alps.  
 

Research interests: My research interests include the stratigraphy of Mesozoic carbonate 
successions in the Western and Central Alps, with a focus on hydrothermal dolomitization and 
mineralization processes. In general, I am a field geologist who also worked for official 
cartography projects (Piemonte, Italy; Eastern High Atlas, Morocco) and in geo-environmental 
studies for determination of hazard related to asbestos and other fibrous minerals in meta-
ophiolite rocks. Concerning my studies on the history of geology, I am interested in the late 18th 
to early 20th century geological exploration of the Western Alps and of the Torino Hill (NW 
Italy–SE France). 
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Fig.  Clarence Bicknell (1842–
1918) and Alberto Pelloux 
(1868–1948) (President of the 
Italian Geological Society in 
1934) during an excursion in 
the Italian Riviera in the early 
1900’s.  
Source: photocomposition by 
Luca Barale; historical image 
from the Bicknell Family 
collection. 
 
 

Publications: 
Barale, L. 2021. Bartolomeo Gastaldi (1818–1879) and the “glacial erratics” of the Torino Hill, 

NW Italy. International Journal of Earth Sciences, 110 (5), 1863–1873. 
Barale, L. 2020. A Scotsman in Riviera: Thomas Allan and the geology of Nice (French 

Maritime Alps). International Journal of Earth Sciences, 109 (2), 729–737. 
Barale, L. 2016. The early geological exploration of the Nice region (French Maritime Alps) in 

the late 18th–19th centuries. Proceedings of the Geologists' Association, 127 (6), 747–
760. 

 

Contact: Luca Barale, Institute of Geosciences and Earth Resources, National Research 
Council of Italy, Via Valperga Caluso 35, 10125 Torino, Italy. Email:  luca.barale@cnr.it 
 
 
 
 
INHIGEO Affiliated Groups, associations and societies 
 
Short overviews of the INHIGEO affiliated history of geology groups, associations and 
societies from around the world will be given occasionally in order to highlight their national 
activities and encourage networking and collaboration between INHIGEO members 
worldwide. In this issue of the INHIGEO circular we present the group from Chile. 
 
Chile 
 
Title: Chilean Group of Specialists in the History of Geology 
Section of national society: Sociedad Geológica de Chile (Geological Society of Chile) founded 
in 1962. 
Brief overview: The group, organized in the early 2000´s, aims at studying the life and scientific 
contribution of pioneers of the geological activity in Chile and Latin America. The evolution 
through time of geological interpretations of the territories is also considered. It organizes 
Symposia and seminars on the subject on a yearly basis. In November 2022, the XII Symposium 
was held at Iquique. 
Website: www.sociedadgeológica.cl  
Journal Name & frequency of issue: Proceedings of the Annual Symposia are published with 
local distribution 
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History of Earth Sciences Society: Join the Society 
 
The Society has existed since 1982 and promotes and publishes historical 
work on all areas of earth science. Both historians of science and earth 
scientists are welcome, and this allows for mutually beneficial exchanges 
of thoughts. The society is open to all interested scholars and readers and 
has a transnational claim.  

The relationship with INHIGEO has been very close since its foundation. In 2020, the journal's 
editor John Diemer became a member of the INHIGEO board.  
We would like to arouse your interest, and if you are willing to become a member and receive 
two volumes of the journal per year, please contact us (see also: Webpage: 
(https://historyearthscience.org/) 
 
Annual dues are: Individuals $50 – print subscription; $45 – online subscription; 
$65 – print + online subscription; $20 – students / economic hardship, online only. 
Payment is possible via PayPal/credit card (the easiest option!) or via cheque or money order:  
Send an email to Subscriptions Manager, Kathy Lohff – kathylohff@msn.com  
Include your name, email, and subscription type. 
Kathy will email you an invoice that you can then send to the Treasurer with your payment.  
It's easy to become a member!  
 
Marianne Klemun 
President of the HESS 
 
 
 
 
INHIGEO Membership 
 
2023 INHIGEO Membership Ballot  
 

The following annual election arrangements will operate for the 2023 membership ballot.  

• The general membership is asked for membership nominations with a deadline date of 
31 March 2023. 

• After the March deadline, the Secretary General will compile a dossier that is submitted 
to the Board for consideration during the period April–June 2023. 

• The welcome of new members will take place at the subsequent annual Business 
Meeting in August and also announced in the September 2023 INHIGEO Quarterly 
Circular. 

Under the current Terms of Reference, the INHIGEO Board may approve nominations as either 
an Ordinary or Associate Member. INHIGEO Membership nominations supported by their 
country colleagues are preferred, although individuals may submit a direct nomination to the 
INHIGEO Secretary General. 
The INHIGEO Membership Nomination Form is available on the INHIGEO website: 
https://www.inhigeo.com/INHIGEO_Nomination_form.docx  
There are currently fourteen groups/societies affiliated with INHIGEO: Are there any others 
out there, we should contact and ask, whether they are interested to affiliate with INHIGEO?  
Please inform the INHIGEO Secretary General: m.koelbl@lmu.de  
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INHIGEO Membership and country affiliation 
 

Mobility among INHIGEO membership as increased significantly over the last decades: People 
become members of some country that may or may not be the country of their citizenship, they 
move around the globe etc. Therefore, the INHIGEO Board has decided to be more flexible 
about membership countries. Members are welcome to self-identify to which country or 
countries they want to be counted; they may also change in future. 
Should you desire any changes to your country affiliation, please feel free to inform the 
INHIGEO Secretary General (m.koelbl@lmu.de).  
 
 
 
INHIGEO Annual Record   
 
Your report to the Annual Record is required by 31 March 2023 so our “Record” can be issued 
by the middle of the year. Please note that some countries have a national co-ordinator who will 
assist with reporting. Finalized country reports should be sent to our editor: jadiemer@uncc.edu  
 
 
 
Awards 
 
A young INHIGEO member was recently recognized for his achievements in the History of 
Geological Sciences. INHIGEO member Daniele Musumeci, currently a PhD student at the 
University of Catania, Italy, was awarded the Quintino Sella Prize for the History of 
Geosciences in Honour of Nicoletta Morello and Bruno Accordi on the 20th September 2022 by 
the Italian Geological Society. This biennial award is intended to recognize and encourage the 
activity of young researchers under the age of 35. The Prize is conferred to the author of the 
best scientific paper in the field of the History of Geosciences, published on national or 
international journals in the two years before the call. 

https://www.socgeol.it/456/prize-quintino-sella-for-the-history-of-geosciences-in-honor-of-
nicoletta-morello-and-bruno-accordi.html 

 

 

 

Photo caption: Daniele 
Musumeci explaining 
aspects of the history of 
volcanology at a stop on the 
trail Schiena dell'Asino on 
the south flank of Mount 
Etna (Sicily) during the post 
conference excursion of the 
Italian Society for the 
History of Science (SISS) on 
2 June 2022.  
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Daniele won the prize for his paper, D. Musumeci, A. A. De Benedetti, S. Branca and L. 
Ingaliso, Rittmann’s heritage: A philosophical approach for current research, in G. R. Foulger, 
L. C. Hamilton, D. M. Jurdy, C. A. Stein, K. A. Howard and S. Stein (eds.), In the Footsteps of 
Warren B. Hamilton: New Ideas in Earth Science, Geological Society of America, 2022, 
Special Paper 553, pp. 21–28. https://doi.org/10.1130/2021.2553(03) 

 
 
 
Change in Contact Details? 
 
INHIGEO is a significant network which works efficiently only if the administration has your 
current contact details. If you change your email address, postal address or any other contact 
information please advise the INHIGEO Secretary General as soon as possible. 
 
 
 
 
Contact Details of the Current INHIGEO Board  
 
President: Prof. Ezio Vaccari (Italy) – ezio.vaccari@uninsubria.it  
Past-President: Prof. Barry Cooper (Australia) – Barry.Cooper@unisa.edu.au 
Secretary-General: Dr Martina Kölbl-Ebert (Germany) – m.koelbl@lmu.de 
Vice-President Africa: Dr Sharad Master (South Africa) – Sharad.Master@wits.ac.za 
Vice-President Asia: Dr Toshihiro Yamada (Japan) – tosmak-yamada@muf.biglobe.ne.jp 
Vice-President Australasia/Oceania: Carol Bacon (Australia) – gclota@trump.net.au 
Vice-President Europe: Prof. Marianne Klemun (Austria) – marianne.klemun@univie.ac.at 
Vice-President Latin America: Dr Maria Margaret Lopes (Brazil) – 

mariamargaretlopes@gmail.com 
Vice-President North America: Prof. Steve Rowland (USA) – steve.rowland@unlv.edu 
Editor: Prof. John Diemer (USA) – jadiemer@uncc.edu 
Web Master: Dr Johannes Mattes (Austria) – Johannes.Mattes@oeaw.ac.at 
Ex officio (Publications and Outreach Coordinator): Dr Kathleen Histon (Ireland) – 

hiscat@interfree.it 
 
 
 
Next Circular 
 
Dear INHIGEO members, you will receive the next circular with information updates around 
June 21st. Until then: Take care and stay healthy! 
 
 

Kind regards 
Martina Kölbl-Ebert 

 


